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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -1 5 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground (s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-2 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Shintani (US Patent No. 5,602,598). 

In considering claim 1, Shintani discloses all the claimed limitations, note 1) the 
claimed a first selector that selects a broadcast signal for display of a video is met by 
the video signal select switch 10 (Fig. 1, col. 3, lines 1-20 and col. 4, lines 46-48), 2) the 
claimed a second selector that selects a broadcast signal for output of a sound is met 
by the audio signal select switch 5 (Fig. 1 , coi. 3, lines 1-20 and col. 4, lines 46-48), 3) 
the claimed a third selector that selects a broadcast signal for display of program link 
information independently from the broadcast signal for display of a video and the 
broadcast signal for output of a sound is met by the a closed caption decoder 1 1 (Fig. 1 , 
col. 3, lines 1-20 and col. 4, lines 46-48), 4) a receiver that receives the broadcast 
signals selected by the first selector as a first broadcast signal, selected by said second 
selector as a second broadcast signal and selected by said third selector as a third 
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broadcast signal is met by the YCJ 12 and the speaker (Fig. 1, col. 3, lines 21-41), 5) 
the claimed a signal extractor that extracts a video signal from the first broadcast signal, 
a sound signal form the second broadcast signal and program link information from the 
third broadcast signal received by said receiver is met by the YCJ 12 and the speaker 
(Fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 21 -41 ), 6) the claimed a combiner that combines the video signal 
and program links information signal extracted by said signal extractor with each other 
and outputs the combined video signal is met by the YCJ 12 (Fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 21-41), 
7) the claimed a display device that displays as a video the combined video signal 
output from said combiner is met by the screen (Fig. 1 , col. 4, lines 11-14), and 8) the 
claimed a sound output device that outputs as a sound the sound signal extracted by 
said signal extractor is met by the speaker (Fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 42-48). 

In considering claim 2, Shintani discloses all the claimed limitations, note 1) the 
claimed a first selector that selects a broadcast signal for display of a video is met by 
the video signal select switch 10 (Fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 1-20 and col. 4, lines 46-48), 2) the 
claimed a second selector that selects a broadcast signal for output of a sound is met 
by the audio signal select switch 5 (Fig. 1, col. 3, lines 1-20 and col. 4, lines 46-48), 3) 
the claimed a third selector that selects a broadcast signal for display of program link 
information is met by the a closed caption decoder 1 1 (Fig. 1, col. 3, lines 1-20 and col. 
4, lines 46-48), 4) a receiver that receives the broadcast signals selected by the first, 
second and third selector as first, second and third broadcast signals, respectively is 
met by the YCJ 12 and the speaker (Fig. 1, col. 3, lines 21-41), 5) the claimed a signal 
extractor that extracts a video signal, a sound signal and program link information, 



Application/Control Number: 10/069,521 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2622 

respectively, from the first, second and third broadcast signals received by said receiver 
is met by the YCJ 12 and the speaker (Fig. 1, col. 3, lines 21-41), 6) the claimed a 
combiner that combines the video signal and program links information signal extracted 
by said signal extractor with each other and outputs the combined video signal is met by 
the YCJ 12 (Fig. 1, col. 3, lines 21-41), 7) the claimed a display device that displays as 
a video the combined video signal output from said combiner is met by the screen (Fig. 
1 , col. 4, lines 11-14), and 8) the claimed a sound output device that outputs as a 
sound the sound signal extracted by said signal extractor is met by the speaker (Fig. 1, 
col. 3, lines 42-48), 9) the claimed wherein said receiver includes a first receiver that 
receives the broadcast signal selected by said first selector as the first broadcast signal 
is met by the video signal select switch 10 (Fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 1-20 and col. 4, lines 46- 
48), 10) the claimed a second receiver that receivers the broadcast signal selected by 
said second selector as the second broadcast signal is met by the audio signal select 
switch 5 (Fig. 1, col. 3, lines 1-20 and col. 4, lines 46-48), 1 1) the claimed a third 
receiver that receives the broadcast signal selected by said selector as the third 
broadcast signal is met by the a closed caption decoder 1 1 (Fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 1-20 and 
col. 4, lines 46-48), and 12) wherein said signal extractor includes a video signal 
extractor that extracts the video signal from the first broadcast signal received by said 
first receiver the video signal select switch 10 (Fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 1-20 and col. 4, lines 
46-48), 13) the claimed a sound signal extractor that extracts the sound signal from the 
second broadcast signal received by said second receiver is met by the audio signal 
select switch 5 (Fig. 1, col. 3, lines 1-20 and col. 4, lines 46-48), and 14) the claimed a 
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program link information signal extractor that extracts the program link information 
signal from the third broadcast signal received by said third receiver is met by the a 
closed caption decoder 1 1 (Fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 1-20 and col. 4, lines 46-48). 

Method claim 10 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in the 
corresponding apparatus claim 1 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shintani (US Patent No. 5,602,598) in view of the admitted prior art (Fig. 10 disclosed in 
pages 1-9 of the specification). 

In considering claim 3, Shintani discloses all the claimed limitations as discussed 
in claim 2 above except for providing that said first receiver includes a plurality of first 
tuners that receive broadcast signals of the same or different broadcast systems, said 
second receiver includes a plurality of second tuners that receive broadcast signals of 
the same or different broadcast systems, said third receiver includes a plurality of third 
tuners that receive broadcast signals of the same or different broadcast systems, said 
video signal extractor includes a plurality of first decoders that extract video signals, 
respectively, from the broadcast signals of the same or different broadcast systems, 
received by said plurality of first tuners, said sound signal extract includes a plurality of 
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second decoders that extract sound signals, respectively, from the broadcast signals of 
the same or different systems, received by said plurality of second tuners, and said 
program link information extractor includes a plurality of third decoders that extract 
program link information signals, respectively, from the broadcast signals of the same or 
different broadcast systems, received by said plurality of third tuners. 

The admitted prior art Fig. 10 disclosed in pages 1-9 of the specification teaches 
a conventional television receiver having an AM radio tuner, a FM radio tuner, a ground 
wave tuner, a BS tuner, a CS tuner, a ground wave sound decoder, a BS sound 
decoder, a CS sound decoder, a radio sound decoder, a ground wave grogram link 
information decoder, a BS program link information decoder, a CS program link 
information decoder, a ground wave video decoder, a BS video decoder, and a CS 
video decoder. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the tuners and decoders as taught by the admitted prior into 
Shintani's system in order to increase the number of video and audio programs 
broadcasted by different broadcast stations to be received by the receiver. 

In considering claim 4, the admitted prior art also teaches the claimed wherein 
said first receiver includes at least one of a ground wave broadcast tuner that receives a 
ground wave broadcast signal and a satellite broadcast tuner that receives a satellite 
broadcast signal (pages 1-2 of the specification), said second receiver includes at least 
one of a ground wave broadcast tuner that receives a ground wave broadcast signal, a 
satellite broadcast tuner that receives a satellite broadcast signal, and a radio broadcast 
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tuner that receives a radio broadcast signal (pages 1-2 of the specification), said third 
receiver includes at least one of a ground wave broadcast tuner that receives a ground 
wave broadcast signal and a satellite broadcast tuner that receives a satellite broadcast 
signal (pages 1-2 of the specification), said video signal extractor includes at least one 
of a ground wave broadcast video decoder and a satellite broadcast video decoder 
provided corresponding to the ground wave broadcast tuner or the satellite broadcast 
tuner (pages 1-2 of the specification), said sound signal extractor includes at least one 
of a ground wave broadcast sound decoder, a satellite broadcast sound decoder or a 
radio broadcast sound decoder provided corresponding to the ground wave broadcast 
tuner, the satellite broadcast tuner and the radio broadcast tuner (pages 1-2 of the 
specification), and said program link information signal extractor includes at least one of 
a ground wave broadcast program link information decoder and a satellite broadcast 
program link information decoder provided corresponding to the ground wave broadcast 
tuner or the satellite broadcast tuner (pages 1-2 of the specification). 
6. Claims 5-9 and 11-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shintani (US Patent No. 5,602,598). 

In considering claim 5, Shintani discloses all the claimed limitations as discussed 
in claim 1 above except for providing a program information that stores information of a 
program to be broadcast and a same-content-program searcher that searches for 
programs of the same content on the basis of the program information stored in said 
program information storing means. 
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The capabilities of storing television programs guides in the server indicating 
television programs to be broadcast and searching for programs of the same content on 
the basis of television programs guides are old and well known in the art and; therefore, 
Official Notice is taken. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the well known storing television programs guides in the server 
indicating television programs to be broadcast and searching for programs of the same 
content on the basis of television programs guides into Shintani's system in order to 
simplify the process of searching the desired video program to be broadcasted. 

In considering claim 6, it is noted that the claimed a same-content-program 
display controller that displays on said display device the programs of the same content 
searched by said same-content-program searcher is also old and well known in the art. 

In considering claim 7, the claimed a same-content-program selection controller 
that controls the selecting operation to be carried out by said first, second and third 
selectors on the basis of the program of the same content displayed by said same- 
content-program searcher is considered to be old and well-known in the art. 

In considering claim 8, Shintani discloses all the claimed limitations as discussed 
in claim 1 above except for providing a broadcast signal coincidence controller that 
controls for controlling said first and second selectors so that the first broadcast signal 
and the second broadcast signal received by said receiver become coincident with each 
other when the program based on said first broadcast signal or said second broadcast 
signal changes to a commercial break. 
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The capability of changing from one program to other program during commercial 
break is also old and well known in the art and; therefore, Official Notice is taken. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the well known changing from one program to other program 
during commercial break into Shintani's system in order to allow user watch desirable 
program during commercial break. 

In considering claim 9, the claimed a setter that sets the television receiver in a 
mode that a video and a sound of the commercial break are output or a mode that a 
video and a sound of a program are output when the program based on said first or 
second broadcast signal received by said receiver changes to the commercial break ad 
wherein said broadcast signal coincidence controller controls said first and second 
selectors so that said first and second broadcast signals become coincident with each 
other in accordance with said set mode is considered to be old and well known in the 
art. 

Method claims 11-15 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed in 
apparatus claims 5-9, respectively. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Trang U. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7358. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM, Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David L. Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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